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If the short-short story format (and by this, I mean 3-4 pages of reading) is an attraction 
and diverse plots and subjects are of interest, then take a look at 41 Strange: it excels in 
vivid opening lines and peculiar dilemmas, and packs a lot of punch into a very few pages. 
 
This is the mark of the superior short story; but the goal too often falls short in this 
format, which only has a few pages to pack in plot, character, and meaning. And if you 
think this an easy task, think again: read through 41 Strange and then take a look at some 
of its competitors. 
 
While you'd think it would be easy to build a setting and memorable character with a few 
quick strokes of the pen - it's actually not. Having a very limited amount of words in 
which to build a memorable story with beginning, middle and end, a strong protagonist, 
and enough meat to make the reading memorable is a big challenge: one more than well 
met in 41 Strange. 
 
The opening act, 'Staircase Man', sets the stage for what promises (and delivers) a 
powerful set of vignettes: it's about a peeping Tom - but actually is so much more. 
 
The descriptions, for one, are spot-on and engrossing: "At night, with the aid of a 
flashlight and magnifying glass, scanning the tread and rise of the steps for hours, I could 
not detect the hairline seams that distinguished his wedged-in body from the real steps. 
That's how insidiously disguised he was. How seamlessly he fit interlocked into the 
"stairwell jigsaw puzzle." 
 
As the protagonist struggles with a threat that plagues him (which other building tenants 
can't see), readers are treated to exquisite tension that is expertly depicted in just a few 
words: "One cold November, I resolved to kill the staircase spawn..." 
 
Lest you think this opening gem is a singular occurrence, look at any of the other stories 
in 41 Strange - say, 'Cut It Short', in which a door-to-door salesman peddles something 
nobody else has ... a customizable calendar. Much like Ray Bradbury's famous 'The 
Illustrated Man', his calendars tell a story and entwine their readers in terrible tales which 
grab victims such as innocent Betty, who normally has a routine to dissuade all 
salespeople who come to her door. 
 
Macabre, engrossing, and well-done: if you like the ironies and drama of 'The Twilight 
Zone' and appreciate the short-short story form with a literary focus that excels in 
unexpected concluding twists of tale, 41 Strange is very highly recommended! 
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